Food Poisoning Sickens 1 in 6 Americans Every Year
Stringent Testing by a Certified Laboratory is the Best Way to Go Beyond the Naked Eye
and Determine if Your Products are at Risk for Contamination or Hazardous Substances

Understanding the Risks
Virtually every company that makes products must consider the critical issues associated with
safety of those product offerings. Depending on the industry, these risks may actually be an
existential concern that can mean the difference between corporate success or failure.
A prime example would be companies that operate in the food industry or provide support such
as food packaging products; they must continually be vigilant regarding foodborne pathogens.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a national public health institute of
the United States (US), Clostridium perfringens is one of the most common types of foodborne
illness in the US, causing nearly 1 million cases of foodborne illness yearly. Other contamination
sources — such as Clostridium botulinum— can be found in food that has been improperly
canned, preserved, or packaged.
Although such foodborne pathogens are an obvious example of the risks companies can face,
there are many other areas where companies across a wide range of industries need to be careful
and proactive to avoid problems in the marketplace. The key areas of concern include:







Food and Traditional Chinese Medicine testing
Hazardous substance testing (including RoHS compliance testing)
Micro contamination testing
Water quality testing
Soil, sand, sludge and ash testing
Failure analysis

Figure 1 - Micro Contamination Testing is part of Amlab’s Laboratory Test Portfolio
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In-house Capabilities vs. External Expertise
While contamination testing can be critical, it oftentimes proves to be complex and costly for
companies to set up their own in-house laboratories. Establishing a disciplined and certified
testing environment entails multiple important aspects, including:









Laboratory site location and logistics planning
Laboratory facilities and equipment layout
Laboratory exhaust outlets and air ventilation design
Fire safety and protection
Waste disposal
Chemical storage licenses
Emergency response and first aid plans
ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation

For most companies, since such disciplined testing methodologies are not a core competency, it
makes more business sense to establish a partnership with a certified and reliable laboratory
specialist. Some key advantages of doing so include:





Always-current certifications and testing methodologies
Competency across a broad range of testing requirements
Built-in procedures for traceability and auditing
Compliance with local, regional and global mandates regarding test methods, records and
reporting
 Cost-effective scalability to dial-up testing as needed, without huge internal investments
 Continuous research and integration of new testing methods as a fundamental part of the
laboratory’s business model

Figure 2 - Amlab’s Food Testing Capabilities Include Microbial Examination and Nutrition Tests

By partnering with a specialized, certified and disciplined testing lab, companies can select from
a comprehensive range of testing methodologies under a single, disciplined and certified
umbrella. Not only can they cost-effectively off-load the expense of trying to do it all internally,
they can be assured that all tests are handled in a manner that will stand up to scrutiny and
mitigate their risks in the global marketplace.
_________________________________________________________________________________
For more information, visit Amlab’s website or email us at communications@interplex.com.
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